1868-1883                       47

In any case 1 must have scored heavily in Italian,
and if the good man had been my examiner in one of my
weak subjects I should have come out first.

In those days the civil service examinations were
held in what had been the Board of Ordnance in Cannon
Row where New Scotland Yard now stands. A time
limit was set to all papers, and none except those who
have had the experience can realize the agony caused
by the quarter chimes of Big Ben. They frequently
either maddened a candidate or broke him down. I
had heard about it from unsuccessful candidates and
rather chuckled,* for I have never been much troubled
with nerves. But I determined to take no risks, and
during the horrible three examination days I put plugs
of cotton-wool in my ears and derived much advantage
therefrom. I never heard of anyone else doing it.

In Offenbach's Grande Duchesse de Gerolstein Fritz,
after being kicked out of the 'army, asks as a last favour
to be appointed schoolmaster in his native village*
When asked if he could read and write, he replied:
u Mon Dieu, non, c'est pour apprendre."

On like principle, later in life, I became an examiner
for Woolwich, Sandhurst, the Staff College and the
Home and Indian Civil Service. I thus acquired the
rudiments of an education.

I was appointed to H.M. Paymaster-General's Office,
an appanage of the Treasury, in Mayt 1870, after a
period of probation.

As time went on I received offers of appointments
in England and abroad, but I decided to carve my way